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please amend the claims as follows: 



Claim 1- (Corrcntly Amended) Biodegradable hcterophase compositions with increased 
btode^ad ability comprising (1) partially or completely destructuiised and/or complexed starch, 
(2) a polysaccharide ester, and (3) a plasticizer for the polysaccharide ester, in which the 
polysaccharide ester constitutes the msitax and the siarch the dispersed phase, 

characterized ixi that the compositions coimprise starch and plasticizcd polysaccharide 
ester in a ratio by weight of from 1:0.6 to 1:1S, the polysaccharide ester is plasticized wit}i a 
plasticizer in a quantity of from 10 to 40% by weight referred to the polysaccharide ester and the 
starch is in the form of particles or domains of average numeral dimension lower than 1 /xm for at 
least 80% of the particles, 

the biodegradable heterophase compositions farther comprising an additive which eaa 
increases ^H^Feas^ aiid maintains maifitaiB a pH of 4 or more for a solution obtained by placing 
the compositions in pellet or particle form in contact with water at ambient temperamre for 1 
hour with the use of a pellet/particles iwater ratio of 1:10 by weight. 

Claim 2. (Pi eviously presented) Biodegimdable compositions according to Claim J, in 
which the polysaccharide ester is a cellulose ester or a starch ester. 

Claim 3. (P.reviou$ly presented) Biodegradable compositions according to claim 1, in 
which the particles or domains of the dispersed phase have dimension lower than 0.5 j^m. 

Claim 4. (Previously presented) Biodegradable compositions according to claim 1, in 
which the pH reg'dlating additive is selected from carbonates and hydroxides of alkaline-earth 
metals. 
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Claim 5. (Original) BiodegradabJe compositions according to claim 4, in wliicli the pH 
regulating additive is $olected from calclmn and magi:iesium carbonates. 

Claim 6, (Pre\iously presented) Biodegradable coinposttions according to claim 1, in 
which the polysaccharide ester i$ a cellulose acetate with a degree of substitution of from 1.5 to 
2.5. 

Claim 7- (Previously presented) Biodegradable composidons according to claim 1, in 
which the pH regulating additive is present in a qnaa:iti1^^ of from 0.5 to 30% by weiglU relative to 
the weight of the starch and of tJic plasticised celkilose ester. 

CJaiin 8. (On'ginai) BiodegradabiEe compositions according to claim 7, in whicli the pH 
regulating additive is present in a qnantily of from 5 to 20%. 

Claim 9. (Previously presented) Biodegradable compositions according to claim 1, 
comprising a further polymeric additive selected from the group consisting of: 

- polytners or copolymers compatible with the polysaccharide ester, 
grafted with aliphatic or polyhydroxylatcd chains containing from 4 to 40 carbon atoms. 

- copolymers obtained from hydroxy-acids and diamines with 2-24 carbon 
atoms, aliphatic polyesters, polyamidcs, polyureas and polyalkylcne glycols with alipbatic or 
aromatic diisocyanutes, 

- copolymers produced from polymers compEitible with the polysaccharide 
esters by grafring polyols soluble in starch. 

Claim 10. (Original) Biodegradable compositions according to claim 9, in which said 
frirther polymeric additive is used in a quantity of from 0.1 to 20% by weiglit relative to the 
weight of tlie starch and of the plasticised cellulose ester. 
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Claim 11. (Previously presented) Biodegradiible coTnpositions according to claim 1, in 
wliich the further polymeric additive is selected firom tlie group consistmg of a polymer or 
copolymer compatible with the cellulose ester grafted witli a fatty acid selected from oleic, laaric, 
palmitic, stcajic, emcic, Unoleic, and ricinoleic acids and a block copolymer between 
polyeaprolactone and an aliphatic or aromatic diisocyanate. 

Claim 12. (Previoii&]y presented) Biodegradable compositions according to claim 1 
comprising a pksticizer for the starch phase, used in a quantity of from 0.5 to 50% relative to the 
weight of the starch. 

Claim 13. (Previo\isly presented) Biodegradable compositions according to claim 1, in 
which the ratio of plasticised cellulose-estenstarch is between 2:1 and 3:1 by weight. 

Claim 14. (Pj-eviou5ly presented) Manufactured articles produced from the compositions 
of claim 1. 

Claim 15. (Currently Amended) Manufactvired articles according to claim 14, suitable for 
the production of foatns, foamed extruded containers, foamed extruded shectS;, ^jd moulded 
foams. 

Claim 16. ((Cancelled) 

Claim 17. (Currently amended) A method for increasing the biodegradability of articles 
produced from biodegradable heterophase compositions comprising partially or completely 
destructurised and/or completed stai-ch, a polysaccharide ester and a plasticizer for tlie 
polysaccharide ester, in which the polysaccharide ester constitutes the matrix and the starch the 
dispersed phase, in form of particles or doraains having an average numeral size lower than 1 j^tm 
for at least 80% of the particles, comprising adding to said composition an additive which 
in creasss and mai ataips a pH of 4 or mor e for eafl4ia^fease-^ad^^¥i«i*itai&-at-va^u^ 
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goiation obtained by plachig tlie compositions in pellet or particle form in contact 
with water at ambient temperature for I hour with a pellet (or parLicle)/water ratio of 1 ; 10 by 
weight. 
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